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Diversity is everywhere in Aurora and 
nowhere more so than in the programs of 
the Cultural Services Division. This issue’s 
cover story features two new exhibits at 
the Aurora History Museum focusing on 
Aurora’s refugee and immigrant communities: 
“Picture Me Here”--telling their stories 
with photographs -- and “Write Our World” 
-- featuring stories written by Crawford 
Elementary School refugee and immigrant 
students.

The division is also poised to help you 
answer these questions arising from diverse 
backgrounds: What do you do when you’re 
a young Latina in East LA working for your 
sister who is afraid of being deported for 
illegal possession of a lobster? What do you 
do when a botched sex change operation 
leaves you romantically challenged? What 
do you do when you’re a happily single man 
but all your friends are married and pushing 
you to tie the knot, too?  What do you do 
when you’re an LA-born black rocker living 
in Berlin, and you wake up one day regretting 
the decisions of your youth? What do you do 
when you’re the fi rst black person to win an 
Academy Award, and you can’t attend the 
premier because the theater where it’s playing 
serves white patrons only?  The answers to 
all these questions can be found in one of the 
plays being produced this coming season at 
the Aurora Fox Arts Center beginning Sept. 
22.  Check out the back cover of this issue of 
Aurora Creates, and see if you can fi gure out 
which play answers which question.  Season 
subscriptions and individual tickets are 
available now.  Don’t miss out on your chance 
to be a part of this groundbreaking season.
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The Aurora History Museum has developed new relationships with different 
community businesses and organizations, resulting in new outreach programs 
and exhibitions. The museum has experienced great success with the Stanley 
Marketplace Walking Tours thanks to the partnership with Flightline Ventures 
Executive Director Mark Shaker, one of the owners of Stanley Marketplace, who 
has supported the development of the tour. The tours have been steadily gaining 
popularity, and the program is a great way to embrace the history of innovation 
at the Stanley Marketplace.

Thanks to other new partnerships, the museum has planned two amazing 
exhibits, “Picture Me Here: Stories of Hope and Resilience by Refugees and 
Immigrants,” July 11 to Sept. 22, and “Write Our Word: Crawford Elementary 
School,” Aug. 8 to Sept. 20, that will complement the city of Aurora’s Global 
Fest Aug. 19. These museum exhibitions underscore the relationships that have 
been fostered with Crawford Elementary Community Liaison Kate Garvin; 
Julie Carey with Write Our World, a nonprofi t organization that has created 
and published online multicultural e-books written by immigrant and refugee 
students; and Picture Me Here, a storytelling program for refugees, immigrants 
and others who have been displaced. Picture Me Here teaches photography, 
video, animation and writing as creative tools for self-expression, social 
engagement, community building, leadership and integration. The Aurora 
History Museum is showcasing three projects from Picture Me Here: Through 
a Refugee’s Lens: The Beauty of Humanity, Bhutanese Woman and Damak to 
Denver. 

The Aurora History Museum has also partnered with the University of Colorado 
Anschutz Medical Campus’ Eisenhower Suite to provide recommendations and 
collection management assistance to all of the historic objects and archival items 
that are on display in the suite. The museum and the School of Medicine look 
forward to future partnerships regarding the promotion and care of the suite.

Last, but certainly not least, the museum has had an ongoing partnership with the 
Aurora Artists Guild. This year marks the 23rd Annual Gateway to the Rockies 
Art Show (Sept. 27 to Nov. 11) that the museum has hosted and showcased. This 
year, the museum has partnered with the Community College of Aurora’s Art 
Program to utilize the art exhibition for a student fi eldtrips venue. Also this year, 
more programming will be added to the art show, such as a wine tasting and 
music, among other programs. 

The Aurora History Museum thanks all of our new partners in supporting the 
mission of the museum to promote the historical and cultural enrichment of the 
community by encouraging the exploration and appreciation of Aurora’s rich and 
diverse history. 

MESSAGE
from the Editors

AURORA HISTORY
Museum Making History with New Programs 



AArtist Satya Wimbish has lived in 
Aurora since 2007. Born in Springfi eld, 
Massachusetts, Wimbish developed a 
love for all things creative at an early 
age. At home, she wrote plays, learned 
instruments and made crafty things 
like piñatas. She took a liking to fi xing 
things so her father made it a habit to 
let her do things like repaint the kitchen 
table instead of buying a new one. 
Later, she developed her artistic talents 
at the local Boys and Girls Club where 
she could always be found in the art 
room. At some point, Wimbish decided 
to buy some oil paints and canvas 
and began painting. She made small 
paintings that she gave away. Often her 
jobs provided her with opportunities 
to use her artistic skills. In 2009, she 
started her business, Trash as Art.

How did you fi rst get interested 
in art?

I come from a very art friendly and 
creative family, so I grew up around 
it. I started learning techniques in 
elementary school drawing classes. 

How did you come up with the ideas 
for your business Trash as Art? 

I came up with the idea and name 
from watching home makeover TV 
shows. I started it from my home in 
2009. I began with dumpster diving for 
“canvases” such as old furniture 

 

and other discarded items. Over the 
years, my work has led me to creating a 
jewelry line made from recycled paper, 
creating artwork on shoes and handbags 
as well as set designs for the theater. 
The business has gone through many 
phases from artwork, products and 
my general operations. I’ve gone from 
hobbyist to starving artist, to thriving 
artist, to “I quit!” I’ve taken business 
classes geared specifi cally at artists 
to help me stay focused on becoming 
fi nancially successful in my fi eld. My 
tools have changed. I use acrylics now 
instead of oils. I don’t draw as much 
unless it’s sketching to prep for a piece. 
Instead of nighttime dumpster dives, 
now people bring me items to refi nish. 
It’s been a wonderful life experience. 
This year, I’m moving forward with 
getting back into doing more canvas 
paintings on a much larger scale. I can’t 
wait to reveal what I’ve been working 
on!

What do you love about the arts and 
culture in Aurora and/or Aurora 
Cultural Arts District (ACAD)?

I love the quality and diversity of the 
artists in Aurora. It’s been an exciting 
year in ACAD as we take steps to 
reach out and be even more inclusive 
of our cultural communities within the 
arts. The Acadia Project and ImmiFest 
are off to a great start to support that 
mission. I am also happy that more of 

our artists and creative organizations 
are collaborating, forming working 
groups and supporting each other to be 
successful in their crafts. 
 

What are your hopes for Aurora’s 
and ACAD’s artistic growth?
It is my hope that people continue 
to come and participate in the arts 
community here. I’m excited about 
the increase in visitors coming to art 
shows, buying art, taking classes, 
seeing plays and dance productions, 
and hearing the musical talent that 
we have in Aurora. I hope that artists’ 
voices are heard and their skill sets are 
used to help direct visual and economic 
growth in ACAD and other parts of 
Aurora. I want our artists to be anchors 
and stakeholders in a fl ourishing 
creative community. 

SPOTLIGHT ON Artist Satya Wimbish
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The Colorado Immigrant 
Festival—ImmiFest for short—is 
a series of small cultural festivals 
taking place this summer and 
fall in the ACAD. ImmiFest is a 
celebration of arts and culture and 
provides opportunities for visitors 
and neighbors to connect in a 
festive environment around arts, 
crafts, music and dance. The event 
is free and family friendly.

ImmiFest is an extension of 
ACAD’s Acadia Project, which 
provides mentorship and guidance 
to Aurora’s refugee and immigrant 
artists and helps them build 
creative businesses to market and 
sell their crafts. ImmiFest takes 
place at ACAD, 1400 Dallas St., 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on the 
remaining dates: 
Aug. 26 – Southeast Asia 
Sept. 23 – Mexico 
Oct. 28 – Caribbean



august

DeLaney Farm 
Historic Site 
Open Day
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
170 S. Chambers Road

The New Play 
Festival 

$
Vintage Theatre
1468 Dayton St.

Opening Exhibit: “Write Our World: 
Crawford Elementary School” 
Aurora History Museum
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

DeLaney Farm Historic Site Open Day
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Bicentennial Art Center Open House
Come see the newly remodeled center and watch 
pottery demonstrations.
9 a.m. – noon • 13655 E. Alameda Ave.

Immifest
10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Featuring food and arts and crafts from Southeast Asia
ACAD • 1400 Dallas St.

friday 4 - sunday 6 tuesday 8

saturday 12

Centennial House Open Day
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

  sunday 27 

wednesday 16sunday 13 

Lecture: Digital 
Anthropology 
Collections $

By Dr. Esteban Gomez 
Noon – 1 p.m. 
Aurora History Museum
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saturday 26

tuesday 22

Free Concert: Six Foot Joe 
and the Red Hot Rhinos
6 – 8 p.m. 
Summer Rose Garden Concerts 
at The Gardens on Havana
10551 E. Garden Drive

sunday 19

Centennial House 
Open Day
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Early Aurora 
Walking Tour
2 – 3 p.m.

GlobalFest
Flavors, cultural experiences 
and artistic expressions from
around the world. 
1 – 9 p.m. 
Aurora Municipal Center 
Great Lawn
15151. E. Alameda Parkway

Hula Show
5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Aurora History Museum
15051 E. Alameda Parkway 



Opening Reception: 
 “Innovation” Exhibit
4:30 – 7 p.m. 
DAVA
1419 Florence St.

Lecture: Mayan/
Chaco Canyon Trade
Noon – 1 p.m.
By Dr. Annabeth Headrick
Aurora History 
Museum

Tea with actor 
“Gunny” 
Jeff Norman as 
Buffalo Bill 

$

2 – 3:30 p.m.
Reservation Required
Aurora History Museum

Opening Night: “Company”
7:30 p.m.
Aurora Fox Arts Center
9900 E. Colfax Ave.

friday 22

friday 14

friday 15 - sunday 17

september

wednesday 20

sunday 30saturday 23

sunday 10

Asian American Cabaret 

$

Presented by Theatre Esprit Asia
7 – 9 p.m. 
ACAD (Reservations suggested)
1400 Dallas St.

2501 Dallas St.

saturday 16

“Ring of Fire: the Music 
of Johnny Cash” 
Vintage Theatre
Through Aug. 13

Exhibit: “Imagine” 
 (DAVA) Ends Aug. 31 

Exhibit: “Write Our 
World”
Aurora History Museum 
Through Sept. 30

Exhibit: “Picture Me Here”
Aurora History Museum 
Through Sept. 22 

“August: Osage County” 
Vintage Theatre 
Sept. 1 – Oct. 15

“The Little Dog Laughed” 
Vintage Theatre 
1468 Dayton St.
Sept. 8 – Oct. 29

“Company”
Aurora Fox Arts Center
Sept. 22 – Oct. 22

Exhibit: Innovation
DAVA
Sept. 14 – Nov. 17

Gateway to the Rockies 
Art Show
Aurora History Museum 
Sept. 27 – Nov.11

Immifest 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Featuring food and 
arts and crafts from 
Mexico • ACAD

Antique Appraisal Fair 

$

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Have your antiques and collectibles 
evaluated by local appraisers.
Aurora Museum Foundation
Reservation required: 303.739.6705
Aurora Central Library
14949 E. Alameda Parkway 
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friday 15 - sunday 17

Chaco Canyon Trade

By Dr. Annabeth Headrick

Ukulele Lessons 
and Hawaiian 
Culture Program
11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Aurora History Museum 
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OPPORTUNITIES
Exhibit

We are always looking for artists or 
groups to exhibit in the mezzanine 
gallery at the Aurora Municipal 
Center. Smaller sites also exist at some 
of our libraries.  For more information 
contact publicart@auroragov.org or 
303.739.6744.

at Renovated Bicentennial Art Center
OPEN HOUSE

Aside from schools, did you know there 
are only two pottery studios  in the 
metro area with high-fi re kilns? One is 
in Arvada and the second one is right 
here in Aurora at the Bicentennial Art 
Center, a little hidden gem at 13655 E. 
Alameda Ave. at the corner of Alameda 
Avenue and Potomac Street.

The recently remodeled art center 
will host an open house from 9 a.m. 
to noon Aug. 26 to show off the 
improvements to the pottery studio and 
share demonstrations and information 
about upcoming programs and classes. 
Attendees can participate in a raffl e of 

pottery items donated by the instructors. 
Former students will be astonished by 
the improvements and new visitors will 
notice what teachers and students from 
the area recognize as one of the most 
professionally run—and cleanest—
pottery studios around. 

Formerly Lowry Air Force Base 
Building No. 1600, the building is an 
Aurora Historic Landmark (No. 26) 
recognized for its role in Aurora’s 
military and community history and for 
its distinctive Art Moderne architecture. 
Call 303.344.1776 or visit 
AuroraGov.org/Pottery for details.

The cast of “Tales of 4th 
Grade Nothing” had a 
blast performing during 
July. The Little Foxes 
Summer Theatre would 
like to thank all the child 
actors and their parents 
for their commitment and 
professionalism. We hope 
this theatre experience will 
encourage them to continue 
pursuing their goals in the 
arts.  Next for the Aurora 
Fox Arts Center is Season 
33, starting Sept. 22 with 
“Company.”

TALES
         of a

 4th

 Grade

  

Nothing

Audition Alert: Dancers for 
“Alice in Wonderland”
Aurora Dance Arts is proud 
to announce auditions for the 
2017 fall production of “Alice in 
Wonderland,” a brand new show. 
Auditions take place Aug. 12 with 
call-backs on Aug. 13 at the Aurora 
Center for Active Adults, 30 Del Mar 
Circle. 

Dancers ages 6 to 19 years old 
representing all technique and 
experience levels are welcome to 
audition for this magical production. 
Casting for this production is based 
on dancers’ technical abilities, 
performance quality, availability for 
rehearsals and performances and 
costume inventory. 

Aurora Dance Arts cannot wait to 
bring this incredible show to life 
and looks forward to casting this 
marvelous journey down the “rabbit 
hole.”

Information and Audition Packet
AuroraGov.org/Dancee
303.326.8308 • dance@auroragov.org
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ART AND WELLNESS

NEW INTERPRETIVE
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The mission of Aurora’s Art in Public 
Places Program is to create great 
places that contribute to neighborhood 
development and economic vitality, 
and enrich and engage the community 
of Aurora. The Parks, Recreation & 
Open Space Department’s mission is to 
focus on encouraging active lifestyles 
and creating healthy environments 
for people, nature and community. 
Combining these visions has resulted 
in a plan to create a compelling 
experience at Aurora’s new Central 
Recreation Center, near South Tower 
Road on East Vassar Avenue, scheduled 
to open in late December 2018.

The team of David Griggs and Scott 
Parsons were selected from 269 
applicants for this highly competitive 
opportunity to use integrated art 
to create a warm, welcoming and 
transformative experience as people 

enter the building, and then to use art 
to draw people on a journey through 
the building. Integrated art refers to 
artwork that is integrated into the 
architecture; this approach to public 
art is only possible when artists are 
able to join the project design team 
and work collaboratively with the 
architects. Griggs and Parson bring 
many years of design team experience 
working individually and as a team 
on major projects throughout the 
country. Parsons is a native Coloradan 
currently living in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, and Griggs –originally from 
Minnesota– has made Colorado his 
home for decades.

The two artists answered the challenge 
of acknowledging and celebrating 
the many aspects of recreation and 
exercise with artwork that “celebrates 
a collective kinesthetic memory 

contained within the architecture itself 
and choreographs a gestural beauty, 
celebrating the motion of the human 
body.”

Building users will be greeted with 
a façade of contemporary glasswork 
that is painterly and gestural, refl ecting 
the qualities of movement in human 
activity and in the world around us. 
Upon entering the building, the visual 
movement of the glasswork will take 
on a three-dimensional expression as 
suspended sculptural elements will 
draw your eyes upward, toward the 
ceiling and the light, while also pulling 
people through the interior space of the 
building. The experience culminates 
in additional custom glasswork on the 
far wall of the gymnasium. The overall 
encounter is intended to be joyous, 
energetic, sweeping and kinesthetic. 
The artworks can be experienced from 
the fi rst and second fl oors and from 
inside and outside of the building. From 
the outside, the glowing glasswork 
will appear as a beacon, signifying the 
opportunities for growth and wellness 
that are waiting within Aurora’s fi rst 
new recreation center in nearly 40 
years.

Four new interpretive signs at 
DeLaney Farm Historic District were 
dedicated July 29, and will help visitors 
understand its history and architecture. 

The DeLaney Farm site stayed in 
operation for more than a hundred 
years and represents a snapshot of 
Aurora’s agricultural past. To that 
effect, each of the new signs drives 
valuable interpretation of the site. Signs 

are positioned at the DeLaney Farm 
Historic District, the Gully Homestead 
house, the Round Barn and the Coal 
Creek Schoolhouse. 

To learn more about all the historic 
sites in Aurora, including events 
and tours, visit AuroraGov.org/
HistoricSites. 

Synergy at Upcoming Recreation Center

Signs at DeLaney Farm



a musical comedya musical comedy

Oct. 27-28 
Nov. 17-18 

Dec. 31 
Feb. 16-17 

March 23-24

Cabaret
 series

the Aurora Fox

CULTURAL 
SERVICES 
DIVISION
AuroraGov.org/Arts
cultural@auroragov.org

Art in Public Places
303.739.6747

Aurora Fox Arts 
Center Box O�  ce
303.739.1970

Aurora History 
Museum
303.739.6660 

Bicentennial Art 
Center
303.344.1776 

Classes: Aurora 
Dance Arts
303.326.8308

Classes: Pottery, 
� eatre, Music and 
Visual Arts
303.326.8650

Show Wagon Rentals
303.739.6520

 series

SUBSCRIBE TODAY AND SAVE UP TO 45%
Single tickets go on sale Aug. 15

AURORA FOX ARTS CENTER
AuroraFox.org • Box O�  ce 303.739.1970

The Aurora Fox Presents

SeasonSeason2017-2018

Sept. 22 - Oct. 22
Music/Lyrics by 

Stephen Sondheim
Book by George Furth

April 13 - May 13
Book/Lyrics by Stew
Music by Stew and 

Heidi Rodewald

Feb. 23 - March 18
By Josefi na López

Jan 19. - Feb. 10
Text by 

John Cameron Mitchell
Music/Lyrics by 
Stephen Trask

Nov. 24 - Dec. 23
By Larry Parr

Various Artist


